
Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Dear Director Hyde: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 943 AM 
Hyde, Tinka 
Maraldo, Dean; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman·, Bob Forrey; Council member Meadows; Austin 
Leedom; Alan Barlow; Harald Daub; Rich Noel; Ruth Marasek 
US EPA Public Meeting in Portsmouth 

Once again we residents affected by massive sewage backup are requesting that your agency hold a 
public meeting so that we can receive information, ask questions, and have our concerns addressed. 
We would very much appreciate that happening in the next month or so. 

We do not send correspondence to Ms. VanTil as we have previously requested and again request 
that she be removed by the agency from negotiating with the City of Portsmouth. Our reasons are 
primarily: 

1. She promised us in December 201.1 - now almost 3 years -that the agency would require 
immediate actions by the city. The approved April 2011 plan would have already had much in place 
at a much reduced amount of money. 
2. She has been non-responsive to our concerns and questions. 
3. We believe she has been influenced in some manner by the representatives of Strand Associates 
and Mr. Duncan. It appears to us that she is really doing their bidding rather than acting in the 
interests of the public and the environment. 
4. Nothing has been done to require city-wide downspout removal nor any retrofitting at the hospital 
and retirement complex- the two commercial entities that have introduced the huge volumes of storm 
water that are the causes of the CSO backups into our homes. As a matter of fact, the hospital had a 
sewage backup in their lowest level in 2008. 
5. We have no confidence in the Strand/City plan to build underground storage of CSOs on 
Grandview which Ms. VanTil seems to have approved. It reduces their original plan from nearly 1 
Million gallons to just 400,000. 

These are but a few of our concerns. The city has had no public meeting nor distributed information 
door-to-door in the neighborhood which could easily be accomplished. 

Thank you very much for your review of our requests. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Murray 

M. Jane Murray 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Thursday, September 18,2014 10:57 AM 
Desai, Sudhir; Hyde, Tinka 

Cc: Maraldo, Dean; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; Council member Meadows; Austin Leedom; Alan Barlow; Harald Daub; Rich Noel; Ruth Marasek; Vantil, Barbara; Prichard, Gary Subject: Re: US EPA Public Meeting in Portsmouth 

Follow Oj)F!ag: 
Flag Status: 

Flag for follow up 
Flagged 

Thank you, Sudhir. We very much appreciate that. 

I was just at the site on Grandview. It would be beneficial to the residents if the contractor did not leave trucks idling. The air pollution is horrible. It will affect the residents' breathing and their landscape. I'm not sure what planet some people live on. If you can communicate on this, it would be helpful as well. The city does not respond to its residents and we have no other alternative. 

Best regards, 

Jane 

M. Jane Murray 

On Wednesday, September 17, 2014 2:21 PM, "Desai, Sudhir" <desai.sudhir@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Jane, 

Thank you for your e mail and your request for a public meeting regarding the City of Portsmouth's progress on Granview Avenue project, among others. We will get back to you after reviewing your email and other information available to us. It will take about one to two weeks to provide our response. 

Thank you. 

Sudhir Desai 
Environmental Engineer 
USEPA, Region 5 
Water Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch/Mail Code: WC-15J 77 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Telephone Number: 312/886-6704 
From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 9:42AM 
To: Hyde, Tinka 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Bob Forrey; Councilmember Meadows; Austin Leedom; Alan Barlow; Harald Daub; Rich Noel; Ruth Marasek 
Subject: US EPA Public Meeting in Portsmouth 
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Dear Director Hyde: 

Once again we residents affected by massive sewage backup are requesting that your 

agency hold a public meeting so that we can receive information, ask questions, and have our 

concerns addressed. We would very much appreciate t.hat happening in the next month or so. 

We do not send correspondence to Ms. VanTil as we have previously requested and again 

request that she be removed by the agency from negotiating with the City of Portsmouth. Our 

reasons are primarily: 

1. She promised us in December 201 i -now almost 3 years- that the agency would require 

immediate actions by the city. The approved April 2011 plan would have already had much in 

place at a much reduced amount of money. 

2. She has been non-responsive to our concerns and questions. 

3. We believe she has been influenced in some manner by the representatives of Strand 

Associates and Mr. Duncan. It appears to us that she is really doing their bidding rather than 

acting in the interests of the public and the environment. 

4. Nothing has been done to require city-wide downspout removal nor any retrofitting at the 

hospital and retirement complex - the two commercial entities that have introduced the huge 

volumes of storm water that are the causes of the CSO backups into our homes. As a matter 

of fact, the hospital had a sewage backup in their lowest level in 2008. 

5. We have no confidence in the Strand/City plan to build underground storage of CSOs on 

Grandview which Ms. VanTil seems to have approved. It reduces their original plan from 

nearly 1 Million gallons to just 400,000. 

These are but a few of our concerns. The city has had no public meeting nor distributed 

information door-to-door in the neighborhood which could easily be accomplished. 

Thank you very much for your review of our requests. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Murray 

M. Jane Murray 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Gentlemen: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Tuesday, September 22,2015 1:22PM 
Derek Allen; John Haas 
Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman 
Open Records Request 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on Tuesday, July 
14, 2015. 

2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities Plan 
adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and between the OH EPA 

3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be installed? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.blogspot.com 
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WeGotTroubleRightHerelnRiverCity: You Won't Believe Your Eyes! Pagel of2 
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WeGotTroubleRightHereinRiverCity 
Home I Useful Data & Jnformaflon Court Documents Mike Jones 

Friday, July 31, 20'1 5 Slog Archive 

You Won't Believe Your Eyes! 
July 14, 2015 combined sewer backup into home at 2730 Shawnee Road. 

Now, what's that you say, Mr. City Manager, about no backups 
·in the 2700 block of Shawnee? 

Oh, you think her downspouts caused it? Think again! 

Snuffy Has Something to Say About it Too! 

Posted by M.Jane Murray at 5:46PM 

G+l +i Recommend this on Google 
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About Me 

M.Jane Murray 

Education, BA, Sociology, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio; 1975: MA 
Sociology, Applied Research, Appalachian 
Studies, University of KentucKy, Lexington, 
KY; 1977. 

View my complete profile 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: Desai, Sudhir 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 1:28 PM 
Rogers, Joan 

Subject: Fw: Open Records Request 

Here is the request from Jane Murray to the City. FYI. 

No action is required from our end. 

Thank you. 

Sudhir 

From: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 1:21 PM 
To: Derek Allen; John Haas 
Cc: Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman 
Subject: Open Records Request 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities Plan adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and between the OH EPA 

3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be installed? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroubierighthereinrivercitv.blogspotcom 
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WeGotTroubleRightHerelnRiverCity 

Portsmouth's City Manager from Dr. Robert Forrey's River Vices 

(excerpt) "Allen is sure he knows how to stop people laughing at 

Portsmouth because he recently was a .. 

Read more ... 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Mr. Allen: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:36PM 
Derek Allen; John Haas 
Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth Marasek; Kevin E. Johnson; Brenda Mccane; Robert Forrey; Janice Shanks; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Sue Zoellner; Rich Saddler; Hyde, Tinka; Hedman, Susan; Vicci Felts; Donna Voorheis; Amy Sand;..AianBadow;-Ja1£.!)&mfSBYi-Jermifef-W~-K-aptan;-R:ob-ert;-Elellra.flJRinson;T~------­Lowe; Tom Fitzgerald; JoAnn Owens; Kathy Lane; Teresa Kelly; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; Sandi Lawyer; Tiffany T. Shanks; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov 
Re: Open Records Request 

I received the photos and videos. Thank you. 

As to the requests on the telemetry equipment, surely you and Mr. Haas are not refusing to tell us residents about the telemetry equipment, if it has been replaced and where it is located, or if you intend to replace it and where even if Mr. Haas believes my requests do not technically meet the requirements of the Ohio Open Records Law. 

You may or may not know how important this particular piece of equipment is. It was required by the U.S. EPA in October 2008 to protect us from basement backups. It has been the only device (and previous to its installation the operators watching weather radar and taking appropriate action at the wastewater plant) that has saved us since that time when there has been intense rainfalL 

The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC and was located on a site map in the Facilities Plan noted below. Workers were observed by Mr. Marasek when it was relocated from the Southeast corner of Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest corner of the new retention basin constructed by the city on Grandview next to the Marask's property. Mr. Marasek then observed it being removed. 

As I noted in my initial inquiries some weeks ago, it had not been replaced. We merely wish to know if you have put it elsewhere, where that might be, if you intend to replace it, where and when. We already know it was removed prior to the July 14 rain event 

So, again, we seek the above information irrespective of it being an "official" open record per the definition of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Perhaps an email exists between Mr. Duncan and Strand or email you received regard this issue. In any event, please let us know about this very valuable tool implemented prior to your arrival that has aided in our protection. 

Sincerely, 

M. Jane Murray, MA 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.blogspot.com 
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From: Derek Allen <DAJlen@portsmouthoh.org> 

To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

Cc: Derek Allen <DAJlen@portsmouthoh.org> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:02 PM 

Subject: RE: Open Records Request 

Dear Ms. Jan Murray: 

Regarding your public records request: 

1. I will be em ailing you the pictures and videos faken by city personnel of the flooding in the 

Grandview area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. It will include all pictures and videos taken by city 

personnel. They will be contained in several em ails because the size of the email file would be too 

large to send in one email. 

2. This appears to be a question in the form of a statement rather than a public records 

request. Please identify a document or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

3. This is a question and does not specify a document for your public records request. Please 

identify a document or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

Sincerely, 

Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 

From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:22PM 

To: Derek Allen <DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

Cc: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; Larry Essman 

<lessman@roadrunner.com> 
Subject: Open Records Request 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities 

Plan adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and between the OH 

EPA 

3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be 

installed? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
v.ww. wegottro ubleri a hthe rei nriverc itv. b logs pot. com 
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Desai, Sudhir 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 3:36PM 
Derek Allen; John Haas 
Prichard, Gary; Desai, Sudhir; Larry Essman; Councilmember Gene Meadows; Ruth Marasek; Kevin E. Johnson; Brenda Mccane; Robert Forrey; Janice Shanks; Kevin W.W. Johnson; Sue Zoellner; Rich Saddler; Hyde, Tinka; Hedman, Susan; Vicci Felts; Donna Voorheis; Amy ------------;=od;-Al<m-Ba"IQWi-Jeff-~-iefmtfer-Wilte;-Kaptan;-Robert;-IJeiYrafl.fKrnson;-Tcwi1 _____ _ Lowe; Tom Fitzgerald; JoAnn Owens; Kathy Lane; Teresa Kelly; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov; Sandi Lawyer; Tiffany T. Shanks; jack.knapp@epa.ohio.gov Subject: Re: Open Records Request 

Mr. Allen: 

I received the photos and videos. Thank you. 

As to the requests on the telemetry equipment, surely you and Mr. Haas are not refusing to tell us residents about the telemetry equipment, if it has been replaced and where it is located, or if you intend to replace it and where even if Mr. Haas believes my requests do not technically meet the requirements of the Ohio Open Records Law. 

You may or may not know how important this particular piece of equipment is. It was required by the U.S. EPA in October 2008 to protect us from basement backups. It has been the only device (and previous to its installation the operators watching weather radar and taking appropriate action at the wastewater plant) that has saved us since that time when there has been intense rainfall. 

The telemetry equipment is required by the AOC and was located on a site map in the Facilities Plan noted below. Workers were observed by Mr. Marasek when it was relocated from the Southeast corner of Grandview & 23rd Street to the Southwest corner of the new retention basin constructed by the city on Grandview next to the Marask's property. Mr. Marasek then observed it being removed. 

As I noted in my initial inquiries some weeks ago, it had not been replaced. We merely wish to know if you have put it elsewhere, where that might be, if you intend to replace it, where and when. We already know it was removed prior to the July 14 rain event. 

So, again, we seek the above information irrespective of it being an "official" open record per the definition of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Perhaps an email exists between Mr. Duncan and Strand or email you received regard this issue. In any event, please let us know about this very valuable tool implemented prior to your arrival that has aided in our protection. 

Sincerely, 

M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercity.blogsootcom 
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From: Derek Allen <DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org> 
To: Jane Murray <mjanemurray@yahoo.com>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

Cc: Derek Allen <DAllen@portsmouthoh.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 12:02 PM 

Subject: RE: Open Records Request 

Dear Ms. Jan Murray: 

Regarding your public records request: 

1. I will be emailing you the pictures and videos taken by city personnel of the flooding in the 

Grandview area on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. It will include all pictures and videos taken by city 

personneL They will be contained in several em ails because the size of the email file would be too 

large to send in one emaiL 

2. This appears to be a question in the form of a statement rather than a public records 

request Please identify a document or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

3. This is a question and does not specify a document for your public records request Please 

identify a document or documents that you are requesting via the public records law. 

Sincerely, 

Derek K. Allen, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 

From: Jane Murray [mailto:mjanemurray@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 2:22PM 

To: Derek Allen <DAIIen@portsmouthoh.org>; John Haas <JHaas@portsmouthoh.org> 

Cc: Gary Prichard <prichard.gary@epa.gov>; Sudhir Desai <desai.sudhir@epa.gov>; Larry Essman 

<lessman@roadrunner.com> 
Subject: Open Records Request 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Open Records Act please provide me the following: 

1. Pictures and video taken by city personnel of the flooding in the Grandview Area on 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

2. Location of telemetry equipment required by the AOC with U.S. EPA and in the Facilities 

Plan adopted by the city pursuant to that plan and loan documents by and between the OH 

EPA 

3. If telemetry equipment has not been reinstalled, when will it be and where will it be 

installed? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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M. Jane Murray, M.A. 

M. Jane Murray 
www.wegottroublerighthereinrivercitv.blogspotcom 
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